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The West Berks Mission District is a coalition of area Lutheran Churches working together to do effective, cooperative ministry.  YOU are a member of the West Berks Mission District!

The WBMD office is located in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1015 Windsor Street, Reading PA 19604.

Director – Dawn Baxter              Bookkeeper – Susan Rigby-Moore

Phone – 610-375-8303     Fax – 610-375-6445    E-mail – info@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Now on the web at www.WestBerksMissionDistrict.org
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WBMD Calendar of Events 





November


	3 – WBMD Fall Assembly at Trinity


	5 – “Do What Matters II” event at Topton


December 


	4 – New NEPS Lutheran Center dedication


	8 - Retired Pastors Luncheon at the 


		Hitching Post Restaurant on Rte 183


		RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!


2012


February 17-18 – WBMD Annual Youth Event 


	with Captive Free at Allegheny


June 15-16 - Synod Assembly returns to Reading’s Sovereign Center Arena!




















RETIRED LEADERS EVENTS





BREAKFAST – first Thursday of each month


at Heidelberg Restaurant, Rte 422 just west of Robesonia.  Join us at 9:00 AM.  No reservations needed.  Come enjoy the food and fellowship!





HOLIDAY LUNCHEON –


Thursday, December 8th  at 1:00 PM at the Hitching Post Restaurant on Route 183.


RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.


Call Nancy Ebling at 610-939-2631. 








 

















CARING  ADULTS  NEEDED!!!





Are you an empty nester?  Maybe you’ve  retired? Could you volunteer just a few hours a week to -Help a child with their homework?  Read with them?  Share a craft or hobby?  Play some games?  Teach computer skills?  Sing or play instruments with them?  Share something you love to do? After-school programs in some Reading churches are seeking caring adults who are willing to brighten the life of a child.  Contact the WBMD to find out how you can really make a difference!

















West Berks Mission District Fall Assembly    


Thursday, November 3, 2011


Registration – 6:30 PM    Call to order – 7:00 PM





Hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church 


108 South Robeson Street, Robesonia





Each congregation is expected to send a male and female voting member along with all Rostered Leaders who are required to attend.  Visitors are also welcome!  At this important Assembly we will be electing (or perhaps re-electing) a Dean and voting on our Ministry Proposal (budget) for 2012.  The Rev. Mark Wimmer will be joining us to share some information on the ELCA’s Mission Investment Fund, regarding both investments and church loan opportunities.  Our gathering closes with a service of Evening Prayer and a time of fellowship and refreshments.





Come join with other Lutherans from 43 congregations in western Berks County, to learn about the many cooperative ministries you are involved in through your support of the mission and ministries of the West Berks Mission District.  God’s work.  Our hands.








Be who you are.


	See what you have.


		Do what matters!





Those of you who attended a Do What Matters


workshop (or should I say “playshop”?) in the spring will recognize these three phrases as the first steps in the process to begin thinking about doing ministry in a new way.  A renewable way.  Not the consumable model that we’ve been using that often tends to suck the life out of us even as we are faithfully trying to do God’s work.





Well, Kelly Fryer and Tana Kjos from A Renewal Enterprise are coming back to help us through the next phase of our process!  Our Synod is again offering the playshops on four different dates in four different locations to give everyone ample opportunity to attend one of the sessions.  The closest one to West Berks is scheduled for Saturday, November 5th at the Lutheran Home in Topton.  See the Synod web-site for the other options. 





If you were present at one of the spring events, this will help you continue in your process and provide some new energy as you are ready for the next steps.  If you weren’t at a spring event or if you haven’t started the process yet, that’s OK too.  This isn’t rocket science and you will be able to catch up rather easily.  As you hear from others about what has worked and what hasn’t, you will have the opportunity to learn from the mishaps of others rather than having to make all the mistakes yourself!  Cool, huh?





Bring a team of folks ready to be energized and excited about the possibilities of what can happen when we figure out what God is up to. He is alive and well in the neighborhood and could sure use our help! He can be found in the most unexpected people and places; and He needs us to be His hands and feet in the world today!








OUR  PANTRIES  NEED  YOUR  HELP!!!                          





Did you know the West Berks Mission District helps to financially support Lutheran Pantries in 7 of our churches in Reading?  In addition, many of our congregations are now also involved with ecumenical food ministries within their own local communities.  The need for food continues to increase.  We are currently  feeding more than 3,000 people each month at the 7 city pantries for which we gather statistics.   Many of these hungry people are children and the elderly. At the same time the demand is growing, the federal grant dollars that help supplement our pantries have been reduced by 31%.   





How can you help?  Please encourage your congregation to do a special food drive in November or December.  Collect food and/or dollars to help feed our hungry neighbors and share it with any of our pantries.  Not sure where to take it?  Call the WBMD office and we’ll help you decide.  As we enter the season of giving, let us truly be a blessing to others.  Let Christ’s light shine through us as we help to feed God’s children.





Thrivent’s Southwest Berks Chapter 


Elections and SHRED-A-THON!


Sunday, November 13th from 2-4 PM


St. John Lutheran Parish House, S. Church Street, Mohnton 


All welcome to bring documents to be shredded for FREE!


Chapter members will also have the opportunity to elect next year’s Chapter Officers and Board.


Refreshments provided.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.labcelgin.org/clientimages/31672/feedthehungry.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








