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The West Berks Mission District is a coalition of area Lutheran Churches working together to do effective, cooperative ministry.  YOU are a member of the West Berks Mission District!

The WBMD office is located in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1015 Windsor Street, Reading PA 19604.

Director – Dawn Baxter              Bookkeeper – Susan Rigby-Moore

Phone – 610-375-8303     Fax – 610-375-6445    E-mail – info@westberksmissiondistrict.org    

Now on the web at www.WestBerksMissionDistrict.org
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WBMD Calendar of Events 








August 27 – Ice Cream Social for World Hunger


Sept. 9 – Praise & Worship Concert


Sept. 10 – “Do What Matters” workshop at Bern


Sept. 19– Family Promise “Taste of Hope” Event


Sept. 24 – West Berks WELCA Cluster


October 22 – Special NEPS Assembly at the Lutheran 


			Center in Northeastern Pennsylvania


October 25 – WBMD Council Meeting at Robeson


October 29- Grades 3-6 Youth Event with Watermark


October 30 – WBMD Reformation Service


Nov. 3 – WBMD Fall Assembly at Trinity, Robesonia


February 17-18, 2012 – Annual Youth Event 	with 


			Captive Free











Some special events…





August 27 – Homemade Ice Cream Social to benefit World Hunger Response in Africa.  3-6 PM at Vinemont Community Lutheran Church, 1278 Fritztown Road, Reinholds.  Donations welcome.  Supplemental funding from Thrivent.





Sept. 9 – Outdoor Worship & Praise Concert  6-8:30  at Allegheny Lutheran, 1327 Alleghenyville Rd, Knauers.





Sept. 19 – Family Promise Annual Fundraiser


	VF Designer Outlet Bldg.   5 – 8 PM.  To register or for more information contact Family Promise at 610-373-3323 





Sept. 24 – West Berks WELCA Cluster gathering at Trinity Lutheran Church in Reading - 8:30 AM Registration


	Program:  “Celebrating the Bold Women in our Lives”








New Event for Youth in Grades 3-6!!!


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29th 





At last year’s youth event for Jr-Sr High students, the advisors had a round-table discussion where the request for an event for younger students was made.  





So - on Saturday, October 29th there will be a new youth event with Watermark - Youth Encounter’s International Team.  The youth will gather for activities from 2-5 PM.  Families will be invited to join us for dinner at 5:30 PM and all are invited to a special concert by Watermark beginning at 6:30 PM.





More details (including the location of the event) will be coming soon.





Operation Book-Bag 2011





THANK YOU to all who participated in this ministry again this year!  As I write this Newsletter, school supplies are being delivered and are filling up our storage room.  Next week several groups are planning to be here to set up the assembly lines, and fill the backpacks with the donated school supplies.  


In the weeks following, the bookbags will be delivered to schools in Reading and distributed to students with the greatest need. Thank you for helping these students succeed by providing the  supplies they so desperately need.  God bless you!





“Do What Matters!”


Continuing the Conversation 


and Working through Next Steps





Saturday, September 10th  from 10 AM to Noon


at Bern Lutheran Church





Come join with others from the East and West Berks Mission Districts as we continue the conversation around the Do What Matters initiative in which our Synod is engaged.  Many who attended the Spring events are seeking an opportunity before the Fall Sessions to talk with others about how things are going within their congregations as they seek to discern who they are, what they have and whether they are actually doing what matters to God!  Come share if things are going great, or if you are stuck and have become frustrated, or if you have totally hit a wall in your congregation.  We are hoping we can help each other over the rough spots to keep the energy flowing through this valuable process.





We acknowledge that this new way of doing ministry seems simple but it is not easy! This gathering will be especially helpful to those who attended the spring events and are currently engaged in the process however, if you were unable to attend that event you are welcome to join us and learn what is happening in other congregations. 





Reservations are helpful but not required.  If you know a group from your congregation will be coming please just call or email the WBMD with the number you think will be coming.  Thanks.





�





WBMD Summer Day Camp 2011  -  Camp Creation  Wrap-up





					


Thanks to everyone who helped support our summer day camp this year.  Our WBMD Day Camp was able to touch the lives of nearly 200 children throughout the summer.  The children and the staff had an outstanding summer filled with the creation story, music, arts, games, swimming, and field trips.  A big thank you to our host congregations - St Luke’s Lutheran Church, Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Hope Lutheran Church, Grace and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, all in the city of Reading.  Zion Lutheran Church in Womelsdorf hosted the Martin Luther/Tulpehocken Cluster camp and new this year, were the Mohnton Cluster camp hosted by St. John’s in Mohnton and the Reading East Cluster camp hosted by Reformation in Reiffton.  Thanks to these host congregations for opening up their church doors and welcoming the children of the community to a wonderful week of camp!  Congregations also provided lunch for the children each day.  Participating congregations received a banner made by the children during the week depicting the six days of creation.  Thanks to Jackie Grauel and Judy Stoudt for their help sewing the banners.  Each child also received an awesome camp t-shirt thanks to a very generous, anonymous donation.  





How exciting to hear that some of the children are still singing the songs they learned at camp!  Special thanks to our camp staff – Jonathan Rodriguez served as our Director, David Hassler was our Music Leader and our Counselors were Caitlyn Grauel, Rebecca Perry, Adriane Lien and Alyson Neiheiser.  We also thank Marie Mengel and Jarrod Miller for filling in one week. 





A closing program was provided most weeks by Ms. Susan Ringer who brought a variety of creatures for the kids to experience.  No cute and cuddly critters here – no, they got to see, and sometimes touch or hold snakes, lizards, iguanas, scorpions, tarantulas, even giant Madagascar cockroaches!  The kids loved it and Susan explained to them the importance of caring for ALL that God has created.





As a service project the children of WBMD Day Camp collected coins throughout the summer for the Animal Rescue League.   They collected $210.71 and six bags of food to help care for the animals there, serving as a wonderful witness to caring for God’s creation!	

















