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The WBMD office is located in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1015 Windsor Street, Reading PA 19604.

Director – Dawn Baxter             Bookkeeper – Susan Rigby-Moore
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2 NEW TASK-FORCES FORMING
At the WBMD Fall Assembly held at Trinity Robesonia on November 3rd, the Assembly approved two new initiatives for us to develop.  

The first is to put together a planning team for the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly which will be held in Reading June 15-16 at the Sovereign Center Arena.  In addition to all the hospitality we will provide, we are hoping to work together with the Synod’s Worship Team to put together a very special worship service for Saturday afternoon which we hope many local Lutherans will want to attend.  We expect to have a wonderful guest preacher and fabulous music and would like to fill the arena with faithful Lutherans!  Mark your calendars now for the afternoon of Saturday, June 16th so you can plan to be part of this exciting worship opportunity. Please spread the news and plan to bring a large group from your congregation to be inspired!  Non-Lutherans are of course welcome as well.

Speaking of welcome, the second initiative brought to the WBMD Assembly was to develop a task-force to begin working on the difficult issues surrounding immigration.  At an Immigration Workshop held in October at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Reading, those in attendance learned of many challenges that immigrants often face.  In addition to language and cultural challenges, the process of filing the correct documents in the right order and at the proper times is extremely complicated.  Immigrants, many of whom are hard-working, tax-paying people, are being taken advantage of by local notarios. People are paying dearly for advice that is often ill-advised or totally wrong.  We learned that in many Latin American countries notarios (notaries) are also attorneys who understand all the legalities surrounding immigration. Of course here that is not the case; here only attorneys should be giving legal counsel.  
As the scriptures call us over and over again to offer hospitality to the stranger in our midst, the Assembly voted to develop a task-force aimed at finding ways to direct our neighbors to the people that really understand the issues and can offer them assistance.  This task-force will also work to develop ways in which information can be shared with our Lutheran community to help us all better understand the issues rather than relying on the myths and misinformation that is so readily available.  We need to educate ourselves so that we can help in important and positive ways, those who come to our churches seeking assistance and allowing us to build stronger relationships with our neighbors.

And we understand that as we reach out to those who are “different”, the “stranger” among us, those who are struggling, those who are being misled and misrepresented, we are reaching out to Christ himself.
If you would like to help with either of these task-forces please contact Dawn at the WBMD office.
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Mark your 2012 calendars NOW for these events!





Alternative Gift Ideas for Christmas…





When we struggle to think of what to get for someone who has everything, a charitable gift given in his or her name could be an amazing blessing to someone who has very little - a very meaningful gift indeed.  Please consider making a gift to:





	(  Family Promise of Berks County


	(  The Lutheran Pantry


	(  WBMD Summer Day Camp


	(  Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity


Gifts to these ministries will stay in Berks County to help the local community.  





With a more global perspective, you might wish to consider checking into the ELCA’s Good Gifts opportunities at � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/goodgifts" �www.elca.org/goodgifts�  or call 


1-800-638-3522 for a catalog.  Some possibilities include gifts of farm animals, mosquito nets, child immunizations, roof shingles, soccer balls, water wells, and microloans.   We are blessed to be a blessing…  
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WBMD YOUTH EVENT with 


CAPTIVE FREE 


coming up FEBRUARY 17-18th 


hosted by Allegheny Lutheran Church


A great weekend of music, fun and fellowship!





&





BOWL-A-THON  fundraiser for 


WBMD Summer Day Camp


March 4th at BERKS LANES 


Put together a team of 5 and come for an afternoon of bowling fun!























WBMD Calendar of Events   





December 1 – Retired Leaders Group breakfast  


December 8 – Retired Leaders Group holiday lunch





Wishing all of you a blessed and peaceful Christmas season! 





2012 Events-


  


  January 6 – Epiphany event for Rostered and 


		Retired Leaders at Trinity Reading


  February 17-18 – Annual Youth Event with


  Captive Free 


  March 4 – Bowl-a-Thon fundraiser for Day Camp


  June 15-16 – Synod Assembly at Sovereign Center 


       





		Captive Free @ Grace, Shillington

















Christmas 


   Luncheon


    Luncheon








Retired Leaders Group ...





Just a reminder - the retired leaders group meets for breakfast at 9:00 the first Thursday of each month at Heidelberg Restaurant, Rte 422 in Robesonia.  All are welcome and no reservations are required.  Come join us December 1st for this time of special fellowship.





and please come for a special





�








Thursday, December 8th 


1:00 PM at the


 


Hitching Post Restaurant


on Route 183





Each person pays for his or her own meal.


No program - just good food, good company,  


and good conversation!





Reservations required  by Dec. 2nd.


Call Nancy Ebling at 610-939-2631.














