
The West Berks Mission District is a coalition of area Lutheran Churches working together to do effective, cooperative ministry.  YOU are a member of the West Berks Mission District!

The WBMD office is located in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1015 Windsor Street, Reading PA 19604.

Director – Dawn Baxter       Bookkeeper – Susan Rigby-Moore

Phone – 610-375-8303     Fax – 610-375-6445    E-mail – info@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Check us out on the Web at www.westberksmissiondistrict.org
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WBMD Bowl-a-Thon 


 Sunday, March 4th 


at Berks Lanes


Route 724 in Sinking Spring
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Get a group together to have fun, win prizes, and support our Summer Day Camp!  





Registration and Sponsorship forms will be emailed to all churches and can also be found on our WBMD web site.  Teams can request to bowl from either 1-3 PM or 3-5 PM.  All bowlers bowl for 2 hours at no charge (shoes included) and will also enjoy a snack & drink.  We ask each bowler to try to collect at least


$15 in sponsorships.

















WBMD ANNUAL YOUTH EVENT 


with CAPTIVE FREE!


Friday-Saturday, February 17-18th 


Hosted by Allegheny Lutheran 


in Knauers





The Youth Event is open to all youth in Grades 7-12.  Registration information has been e-mailed to the churches and is available on the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.westberksmissiondistrict.org" �www.westberksmissiondistrict.org�.  


Please check with your pastors or youth advisors if you would like to participate!





CAPTIVE FREE will have a Concert at 7:00 PM Saturday evening that is open to everyone.  Great for families! Free-will offering.











IMMIGRATION: Myths and Facts





Myth:  Most immigrants are here illegally.


Fact:  Of the roughly 40.w million foreign-born residents in the USA, 68% are living in the country as US citizens or legal permanent residents (green card holders).  Of the remaining 32%, 28% are undocumented and 4% are legal temporary workers.





Myth:  Immigrants don’t pay taxes.


Fact:  All immigrants pay taxes regardless of their status.  Undocumented immigrants pay sales tax and real estate taxes, either directly as homeowners or indirectly through rent. According to the Social Security Administration, 50-75% pay taxes from which they will never benefit - Medicare and Social Security.  In 2010, undocumented immigrants contributed an estimated $11.2 billion in state and local taxes.





This information and much more comes from the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and was shared at an Immigration Summit held at St. Luke’s in October.





At the WBMD Assembly in November, a proposal was approved to develop events meant to better educate our Lutheran community on current immigration issues and to help publicize and promote honest and legally certified immigration counselors to help our immigrant neighbors struggling with the immigration process. This work will be done in partnership with LIRS and LAMPA (Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in PA) as well as other local agencies and the Bar Association. 





Watch for more information to come.


  








Ministry Report for 2011 -  Thanks to Your Support…


 


An average of 3,000 individuals per month have been fed through our Lutheran Pantries located at Incarnation, St. Paul’s, Hope, St. Luke’s, St. John’s Reading, Christ Glenside, and Bethany West Reading.  These pantries are supported through the benevolence of our 43 WBMD congregations. Some of our congregations participate in pantries in their local communities as well.  Thanks for your support!





Camp Creation, our 2011 Summer Day Camp, provided a wonderful, worshipful experience for more than 200 children, most from low-income families, hosted by 7 of our Lutheran Churches across the WBMD.  Thanks for your support!





After-school programs in many of our congregations provide a time and place for children to do homework, play games, do crafts,  enjoy snacks (and dinner at some sites)  work on computers, interact with caring adults, have fun and be safe.  Thanks for your support!





Operation Bookbag provided more than 500 book-bags filled with school supplies that were distributed to children through the Reading Schools.  Additional school supplies were shared with after-school programs.  Thanks for your support!





About 100 youth participated in the 2011 WBMD Youth Event with Captive Free hosted by Good Shepherd in Tuckerton.  Approximately 200 health kits were packed for children living in orphanages in Haiti.    Thanks for your support!





157 people attended our Lenten Prayer Breakfast to hear our guest speaker, the Rev. John Nunes, Director of Lutheran World Relief.  Thanks for your support!





Lutherans are actively involved with and financially support ministries to the homeless through the Family Promise program for homeless families with children.  Thanks for your support!





As the 43 Lutheran Congregations of the West Berks Mission District 


we are indeed serving our community in Christ’s name.  


We are Witnessing Boldly; Making a Difference!





Thank you for your support!




















WBMD Calendar of Events   


  


  January 6 – Epiphany event for Rostered and 


		              Retired Leaders at Trinity Reading


January 24 – WBMD Council at Christ, Glenside


  February 17-18 – Annual Youth Event with


  Captive Free 


  March 4 – Bowl-a-Thon fundraiser for Day Camp


March 24 – Lenten Prayer Breakfast at Toscani


  June 15-16 – Synod Assembly at Sovereign 


              Center   














